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the winter, they like short grass in 
which to hunt for food, and they cer-
tainly like lots of perch area . But that 
is a far cry from trying to figure out if  
the bluebirds in “our area” prefer a 
light blue nest box, or the one that is a 
chalet, or the one that is made from a 
PVC fence post.  I would rather we 
concentrate on which of those boxes 
would keep nesting bluebirds safe and 
allow us to properly monitor the box. 
And, having said  that, I do hope all 
those nest box engineers out there 
keep designing and redesigning nest 
boxes and experimenting with new 
ideas. We have seen HUGE improve-
ments in nest box design over the 
years, and I am sure there is room for 
more!” 

Above taken from The Fledgling, 
Summer 2011 issue, page 6.  

SO… the BEST question to 
ask is: “How can I safely  
provide for those Beauti-
ful Bluebirds?” ! 

Visit a new addition to our 
“Educational Page” on our 
website: “WHY  we               
recommend THESE Nest 
Box Plans”. 

This was the topic a  
submission (by Regina 
Garr) in a past edition 
of the Missouri Blue-
bird Society News 
letter, The Fledgling.
(Summer 2011 Edition).  

It is the perfect time 
of year for this ex-
cerpt: 

    “ It is easy to forget 
that Bluebirds are just 
cavity-nesters– just won-
derful, gorgeous little 
birds looking for a cav-
ity in which to lay eggs 
and raise their young.  
When habitat loss and 
the introduction of non-
native bird species moti-
vated early bluebird en-
thusiasts to “bring back 
the bluebirds”,  they did 
so through man-made 
cavities they could moni-
tor and use to try to help 
protect the bluebirds. In 
other words, they were 
trying to provide a safer 
cavity for the birds. Nest 
boxes were designed with 
1.5 inch  entrance holes 
to EXCLUDE non-native 
starlings, yet allow access 
by the Bluebirds.  Boxes 
were placed on poles 
approximately 5 feet high  
(or eye level to most peo-

ple) in order to 
facilitate easy 
monitoring,  
which makes for 
a safer cavity. 
Metal poles 
could be fitted 
with predator 
baffles , while 
trees are the 
natural source 
many of those 
same predators 
will readily go to 
look for food. 
Even though 
there has cer-
tainly been 
MANY different 
styles of nest 
box designs over the 
years I believe, for the 
most part, initial ob-
jectives have been to 
build a safer cavity 
for the bluebirds. 
Safer from the ele-
ments, from preda-
tors and from para-
sites.  I don’t think the 
goal of most early nest 
box architects was to find 
the most irresistible 
house that would entice a 
bluebird to be magneti-
cally drawn to the box.  

    I do believe bluebirds 
like a heated bird bath in 
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What’s NEW on 

the BIV 

“Educational 

Page” on our 

Website? 

Nest Box Plans 

PREDATOR 

GUARD plans 

NEW Full Color 

Reference Guide to 

Cavity-Nesters! 

A New  

Addition to  

the BIV  

Bird Garden:  

 “Paired” 
Bluebird 

and  

Chickadee 
Nest Boxes 

A male Bluebird sings to attract a female 

 in the BIV Bird Garden 
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Are you ready for Spring as 
much as we are?? 

So many times when we search 
for great SPRING designs on 

gifts for birders all we come up 
with are camouflaged versions of 

summer designs. Well not so 
with the new line from  

Jim Rathert Photography ! 

 
Jim’s new Dogwood and 

Birds images are  
Seriously, 

Sensationally 
SPRING!!  

 
These designs available in: 

Latte Mugs 

11 ounce Mugs 

Elegant Bisque Coasters 

Foam Coasters 

And remember:  

all Jim Rathert Mugs are 
Dishwasher and Microwave Safe! 

Birds-I-View  Jefferson City, Mo         573-638-BIRD(2473)         www.birds-i-view.biz  

Seriously Spring!  

Don’t miss our New  

“Hummingbirds  
& Orioles”   
Seminars! 

April 12th, 13th, and 14th 
(same programs repeated all three days) 

Register  

for these Free Seminars at 

www.birds-i-view.biz  

or Call 573-638-BIRD(2473) 
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Mug and coaster product photos by Steve Garr 



What have BIV friends seen lately? 
Thank you to everyone who gave us a 
heads up about the geese over at the 
ABB property in Jefferson City (see pic 
left ). Steve was able to photograph 
Snow Geese, Canada Geese, 
Greater White-fronted Geese (a 
few pictured left,) as well as male and 
female Common Merganser 
(photographed but not shown here). Other 
standouts this month include the arrival of 

the Tree Swallows over at Binder Lake ( along 
with a Barn Swallow later in the month and 
pictured on this page). Trumpeter Swans  
also at Binder and  American Woodcock at 
the Runge Conservation Nature Center. The BIV 
Purple Martins began coming in on the 21st 

over at the Missouri Blvd Colony 
and on the 22nd at our store 
on Ellis Blvd, however we re-
ceived an early report on 3/12 
of Martins in Tebbetts. Most of 
us are still seeing White-
throated sparrows and 
Juncos and Steve even 
snapped several pics of an 
Oregon Junco on March 
19th. Chickadees have begun 

nesting in boxes on our Trails (some ready for eggs any day now!) 
and Bluebirds are courting and even bringing in nest material in 
several yards and trails. Mid month there were several reports of 
Eastern Phoebe. Pine warbler sightings dot all across the state 
from about  the 5th –the 22nd of March.  A SPECIAL 
thanks to the  Missouri River Bird Observatory  
for coming to band birds in the BIV Bird Garden on 
the 14th and for once again TEACHING us so much 
about the birds we love! Next Banding date at BIV: 
Sunday morning ( 7 am-11:00am!) May 4th.  
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FYI 

Migrating birds and courting birds 
can mean an increased incidence of 

“Window Strikes”.  

Make sure to take precautions by   
utilizing effective Window Decals, 

and rearranging feeders as 
needed….come see us if you have 

questions!  

Watch for these Birds to arrive in our 
area over the next 3 to 4 weeks: 

Hummingbirds, Orioles, Indigo Buntings, 
Tanagers, Chipping Sparrows, more Purple 
Martins, Gray Catbirds, Eastern Kingbirds,  
Northern Parula, Yellow warblers, Tennes-
see warblers, Wood Thrush , PLUS Vireos 

such as the Blue-headed vireo and Red-eyed 
vireo. Need a Field Guide? We have a 

GREAT assortment….Always 10% OFF at 
Birds-I-View! 

A  Barn Swallow among the  many Tree Swallows 

at Binder Lake in Jefferson City 3/24/14 
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3/14/14  More Bird Banding in the BIV Bird 

Garden: spectators watch the  feeding area to see which 

of their favorite birds they’ll get to see up close next! 

Oregon Junco  in the BIV Bird Gdn 
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Greater White-fronted Geese 

BIV Ellis Blvd Martins arrive! 

Below: The BIV colony on MO Blvd.  

An adult male and female pictured 

here arrived with friends on 3/21/14. 

700 + Geese spotted off  HWY 54 (north of JC) 

Banded Chickadee 
at BIV feeder 
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512 Ellis Blvd 
Jefferson City, MO 65101 
 573-638-BIRD(2473) 
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B i r d s - I - V i e w  

On SALE Now at Birds-I-View! 
 

10% off anything in Jim 
Rathert’s  NEW Dogwood 
and Birds Line featured on 
Page 2 of this issue!  

 15% Off all flavors Brownie 
and Bread Mixes by Rabbit 
Creek (so you can “Eat while 
you watch birds eat!”)  

10% off “Window Alert” 
Decals (to help prevent bird win-
dow strikes!) 

BIV Exclusive Nest Box 
Poles...designed by Steve Garr 

and NOW 10% OFF! (It’s time to get 

those nest boxes off trees. Let us help– bring in 
your clean nest box and we’ll mount it to any of 
our nest box poles for FREE! ) 

Steve made a special find on some favorite 
style Martin houses...on their way now! 

Just Arrived: New adorable Floor Mats, Flags and 

Yard Sign Covers. Come see what’s New! 

NEW  
Note Card 

 Designs from 
Steve Garr! 
Buy 6 get one 

Free  
Cardinals, Bluebirds, Goldfinch, Orioles, 

Woodpeckers, Cedar Waxwings,   

NEW Chickadees and lots MORE! 

We have a 
great          

assortment 
of Nest 
Boxes  

designed 
for  the 
BIRDS! 

Customer Favorite!! 
Which Hummer Feeder received the 

most POSITIVE feedback last season? 

 

The Aspects  

“Hi –View” 
Feeder! 

Come see why 


