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Would you prefer to
receive your copy of The
Fledgling “Email Only” ?
Send an email to the Editor at:
regina@birds-i-view.biz
Specify your name and
“Email Only Fledgling”
In the subject line.

In this issue of the Fledgling you
will see many photos of the conference
and fieldtrips. For those of you that attended you know how well everything
went. The success of the conference could
not have been accomplished without the
support and hard work of the MOBS
board and members that pitched in and
volunteered when needed.
Often we are asked how can we put on such a nice conference each year
with such excellent speakers and field trips for such a minimum cost to the
attendees? The answer is a lot of generous people! From the speakers that

not only gave excellent presentations but often donated their time, many expenses,
and even contributed auction items; to the participant that possibly only bought a
couple of raffle tickets, everything no matter how big or small helps. We all lend a
hand to make a wonderful Bluebird Conference.
I want to say a very special thank you to each one of our program speakers for
our 10 year anniversary Bluebird conference. They all gave wonderful, informative
presentations! Keith and Sandy Kridler made the long trip from Texas to be with us.
Jerry and Donna Bahls came from Minnesota. This was a big commitment of time
and effort on their part, but we so appreciate their coming to share their knowledge
and expertise with us . We can’t say thank you enough to new friends Mike and Leah
Monteleone for stepping in at the last minute with a wonderful presentation by Leah
on hummingbirds when our scheduled speaker had to cancel. Likewise, Tim Smith
provided a terrific program for our Friday evening Bluebird Banquet. Many thanks
to all of our presenters!
We had a record attendance (108 people on Saturday) at the conference and
record revenue from the Auction /Raffle ( more evidence of those generous people I
referred to earlier!).
I look forward to seeing everyone at the next conference if not before.
Do what you can to help bluebirds,
Steve Garr, MOBS President
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Missouri Bluebird Society
10 year anniversary conference!
June 10th—12th 2016

Jefferson City, MO

Photos this page by Ann Smith, Keith Kridler,
and Steve and Regina Garr

From the Friday evening “Bluebird Banquet” to the
Sunday Morning Field Trip, and everything in
between, it was a
special time of
Learning, fun and
friendship!

Our Saturday presentations
featured programs on Redheaded Woodpeckers, Hummingbirds, and of course, a
program on Bluebirds by
the spectacular Keith
Kridler! Keith was our Keynote
speaker at the very first MOBS
conference in 2006. We are so
honored he came back to speak
to us again on our 10 year
Anniversary!

See More Conference
Pics at
www.missouribluebird.org

And MOBS Facebook Page

Missouri Bluebird Society
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MOBS 2016
Conference
Sunday Morning Field Trip…

The Bald Eagles nest with the three nestlings stole the show during the Sunday
Morning Field Trip!

What did we See?

Well thanks to the spectacular wildlife habitat provided by Norm and
Beth Stucky at Mockingbird Hill–
and thanks to talented birders who
led and participated in the field trip- we tallied 52 different
bird species! (Not to mention lots of beautiful butterflies). A
very special thanks to MOBS member Greg Samuel who
“volunteered” to be a field trip guide when the crowd for the size of
the field trip required more than one leader. Greg and his sensational spotting scope skills provided attendees with
super looks at the nesting Bald Eagles ...and the
highlight of the field trip: Adult eagles bringing a
“two squirrel breakfast” to the three eaglets! Many thanks
to the Stuckys for their generosity and to everyone who
participated in the Sunday morning field trip.
Below is the Official Species List June 12th,2016:
Eastern Bluebird!, Wood Duck, Northern Bobwhite,
Turkey Vulture, Bald Eagle, Red-shouldered Hawk,
Red-tailed Hawk, Mourning Dove, Ruby-throated
Hummingbird, Belted Kingfisher, Red-headed
Woodpecker, Red-bellied Woodpecker, Downy
Woodpecker, Hairy Woodpecker, Northern Flicker, Pileated
Woodpecker, Acadian Flycatcher*, Eastern Phoebe, Eastern
Kingbird, White-eyed Vireo, Warbling Vireo, Red-eyed Vireo,
Blue Jay, American Crow, Purple Martin, Tree Swallow, Carolina Chickadee, Tufted Titmouse, Carolina Wren, Blue-gray
Gnatcatcher, Wood Thrush, American Robin, Gray Catbird,
Northern Mockingbird, Brown Thrasher, Northern Parula,
Common yellowthroat, Yellow-breasted Chat, Eastern Towhee,
Field Sparrow, Scarlet Tanager, Northern Cardinal, Blue Grosbeak, Indigo Bunting, Red-winged Blackbird, Eastern Meadowlark, Common Grackle, Brown-headed Cowbird, Orchard
Oriole, Baltimore Oriole, House Finch, American Goldfinch.

Missouri Bluebird Society

www.missouribluebird.org
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A special recaptured Eastern Bluebird!

Editor’s Note: This unique Bluebird story certainly involves some very special people! Amelia Laskey, who started this historic Warner Park Trail, was posthumously awarded a Bluebird Conservation Award by the North American Bluebird Society. Later, Sandy Bivens (pictured 3rd from left) was the Warner Parks Nature Center Director for decades and was likewise
awarded the NABS Bluebird Conservation Award largely in recognition for her efforts with this trail. The current Program
Coordinator, Diana McLusky( far right), has been involved with the care and monitoring of this trail for decades as well! Ann
Wick, the bander who recaptured this special bluebird in Wisconsin is a former Board Member of NABS and a pillar in Bluebird Conservation in Wisconsin and across North America. Congratulations to everyone involved!
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Shirley Scrivner awarded the Society’s
“True Blue Service Award”
Photo by Keith Kridler

A highlight of the 2016 conference “Bluebird Banquet” was the
presentation of the “True Blue Service
Award” to Shirley Scrivner of
Russellville, MO. The award is

Above: Shirley Scrivner is presented
the 2016 True Blue Service Award from
MOBS President Steve Garr.
Below: Jim and Shirley Scrivner at a
recent MOBS Workshop!

designed to recognize members who
have exhibited outstanding service to
MOBS. Shirley is an excellent example of
a super-supportive MOBS member! She
initiated and monitors the Russellville
Lion’s Club Bluebird Trail which became
one of the first trails to take part in
MOBS Nest Box Grant program. Shirley
later hosted a MOBS Field Trip to this
trail and she and her husband Jim have
participated in MOBS workshops so other trails could benefit from MOBS grant
program boxes and baffles. Through the
years Shirley has involved many other
individuals in, not just Bluebird Conservation, but in MOBS specifically. She has
given gift memberships and brought
guests to conferences. She has mentored
new bluebirders and always encouraged
involvement in “organized bluebirding” especially MOBS. Thank you Shirley!

Above: Shirley (L) and Russellville High School Freshman
Hannah Malzner check nest

boxes on the Lions Club trail.
Shirley introduced Hannah to Bluebird Conservation a few years ago
and encourages her to invest in service projects. For example… the
two of them stuffed nearly all of the
“Educational Packets” for the MOBS
Conference this year!
Thank you ladies!

Black-bellied Whistling Duck visits Missouri
Among cavity-nesters, the Black-bellied Whistling Duck would have to be considered a
bit of, well...an odd duck. Actually, even among ducks, this species is considered to be just
a little unusual. They aren’t frequent Missouri visitors, however they are sighted here and
are certainly worth getting to know! A sighting this summer in NW Missouri prompted a
closer look at this interesting cavity-nester. R. Garr
The following info is taken from the Ducks Unlimited website www.ducks.org
There are eight species of whistling ducks in the world, but only two-the blackbellied and fulvous whistling ducks-occur in the United States. Scientists consider
whistling ducks more closely related to geese and swans than to the "true ducks."
With their long legs, long necks, bone structure and erect stance, they certainly
look more like geese than like ducks. As with geese and swans, the plumage of
both sexes of whistling ducks are very similar. They only have one molt (in contrast to two molts in the "true ducks"); both parents share in the brooding of the young; and pairs mate for life.
Black-bellies breed during their first year of life, establishing lifelong pair bonds during their first winter. Nest initiation occurs
from April through August, a period approximately one month longer than prairie nesting ducks. Black-bellies nest in tree cavities and, similar to wood ducks, also have adapted to nesting in boxes. Where tree cavities are lacking, black-bellies will nest
on the ground, often in grasses at the base of small trees or shrubs.
During the nonbreeding season, black-bellies primarily use mangrove swamps and coastal lagoons to meet their
food and cover requirements. However, similar to their goose cousins, black-bellies have adapted to feeding in agricultural environments, frequenting pastures and cattle feedlots as well as harvested rice, corn and sorghum fields when the opportunity
presents itself . Above photo and text taken from Ducks Unlimited: www.ducks.org

Missouri Bluebird Society

www.missouribluebird.org
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Remembering Chuck Wright
by The Fledgling Editor Regina Garr
A desire and a willingness to serve so accurately describes our dear
friend Chuck Wright! Few people have inspired me more about how to serve
humbly, productively, and with the sincerest of intensions. Chuck and his
wife Sheryl have been so supportive of MOBS over the years: Supporter level
Members, donating tons of food for MOBS events, holding down kitchen duty during programs so other members could enjoy the programs….and of
course showing up for “work days” to build and repair the items used in
MOBS grant programs. Chuck received many accolades for his generosity,
yet he never sought recognition. I don’t recall him offering a lot of suggestions, or doing any complaining….mostly just doing! Chuck’s career at the
Department of Social Services spanned over 35 years. My husband Steve and
I were blessed to have known Chuck for ten years. In that time we shared a
passion for watching and truly enjoying bluebirds and other wildlife. And he
left us with lessons we will always remember on how to serve.
The following individuals have made donations to
the Missouri Bluebird Society in memory of

Charles Wright
Top pic: Chuck and Sheryl
Wright working away at the
March 2016 MOBS nest box/
baffle workshop.
Above: Chuck (right front)
always made himself available to
do work that needed done! Here
he is at a MOBS workshop to build
baffles for our Grant Programs.
Initially, I had hoped to find an
image of Chuck by himself ...but it
occurred to me that Chuck would
have preferred being seen as one
of the group!

Mrs. Sheryl Wright and family,
Otis and Dot Baker, Corrine Beakley, Helen Duncan,
Steve and Regina Garr, Denzil and Nell Hawes-Davis,
Linda Heller, Sandy Hoehn, Joann Horvath,
Erica Ingracia/Sam Gacem,
Ed Meyers, Larry and Kaye Michael, Randy and Christy Muenks,
Sharon Pemberton, Rob and Cathi Rust, Jim and Janelle Schulte,
Gary Stangler, Mark and Margie Trippensee,
Becky Veit, Shirley Veltrop, Cheryl Waibel,
Jim and Linda Weatherfield and family, Nancy Wilkinson,
David and Lisa Yates

Is it time to Renew your MOBS Membership?

Memberships expire on December 31st of the year of expiration.

Check your mailing label to see if you need to renew.
Please mail your renewal form, along with your check or money order (payable to MOBS) to:
Missouri Bluebird Society/ P.O. Box 105830/ Jefferson City, MO 65110

Name:_________________________________ Phone:_________________________
Address:_______________________________ city/state___________________Zip_____
County:________________

Email:__________________________________

Membership Levels:
____Individual one year membership $9.00 ____DONOR ( Annual) $50.00
_______*Family LIFE Membership $175.00
____Individual two year membership $16.00 ____SUPPORTER (Annual) $100.00
____*Family one year membership $15.00
How many nest boxes do you monitor?_________
____ *Family two year membership $28.00
How long have you been a Bluebirder?________
*For individuals residing at the same address
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Remembering Russ Heindselman
by MOBS President Steve Garr
I only had the privilege to know Russ for ten years. He was a man dedicated to many projects and it was his dedication to helping Bluebirds where we
crossed paths. His passion for Bluebirds was contagious and his energy was unbelievable. He will be missed in the Missouri Bluebird Society but not forgotten. In 2014 it was my honor to award Russ the Bluebird Conservation Award
for his years of dedication in helping and promoting Bluebirds. He did not slow
down after receiving the award either; both in 2015 and 2016, he handmade
multiple items to be auctioned off during our annual fundraiser. Yes Russ will
be fondly remembered. Countless people learned from Russ how they too could
help Bluebirds.
Russ passed Away August 8, 2016 at the age of 88. We will all miss
The following individuals have
him. In the words of his wife Phyllis: “It was Russ’ passion to take
made donations to the
care of one of Missouri’s treasures”. … Mission accomplished our
Missouri
Bluebird Society
friend.
in memory of
Missouri - Just Waitin’ For Me
by Russell Heindselman
As I travel the highways and byways, and as I tramp the hills and
wade the streams in Missouri, I sometimes stop and look around
me and think, “All of this, just waitin’ for me.”
As I hunt and fish in Missouri, I remember all of the ambitious
people who have restored, cultivated, and preserved all the wildlife,
and it is just waitin’ for me.
I should hope when we, the older generation, turn the reins of
Missouri over to a younger generation, that they too will work, educate, cultivate and preserve Missouri so their children can also, with
pride and deep admiration, say, “All of this, just waitin’ for me.”
When I have come to my journey’s end and have climbed
the golden stairs and am standing face to face with the Master,
may I be heard to proudly say, “Master, in this vast place
called heaven, don’t You have just a little place like Missouri,
just waitin’ for me?”

Russ Heindselman
Mrs. Phyllis Heindselman and
family, Mary Lulu Bates and
Martha Bates Griesbaum,
Kevin and Sherrie Becker,
Bluebirds Across Nebraska,
John and Luella Bursewicz,
Tom and Sherrie Bell,
Thelma Fast,
Steve and Regina Garr,
Brad and Sandy Sullivan,
Mike and Marcia Tuley,
Brett and Glenda Volmert

The following individuals have joined MOBS or renewed their membership since our last
Newsletter. We WELCOME our New Members and THANK our Renewing Members

for their continued support!

Julie Anielak, Dan Blessing, William and Marilyn Brauchler, Richard and Gail Carlson,
Marie Colvin, Jack Corrigan, Joanie Cradick, Jane Fore, Jan and Joe Foneris, Jane Frazier,
Vera Gladden, Joy and Cindy Haeffner, David and Cynthia Harkey, Pam and Bob Jones,
Shanna Kelly, David and Jean Luadzers, Christie Lundy, Kathy Marquart, Karen and Glenn
Meyer, Elisa Oetting, Karin Pelton, Mike Prenger, Linda and Joe Pridgeon, Jim Rathert,
Susan Reinagel, Marcia Rosenkoetter, Connie Stenz, A.J. and Marian Stricker.
MOBS Welcomes the following NEW Life Members:
Tom McRoberts, Marshall, MO
Leland and Elva Osten, Lincoln, NE
Jerry and Donna Bahls, Fridley, MN
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Mark Your Calendar!
NOW– through October 16th: Enter the “Images of Hope” photo contest!
Here’s a perfect way to show off your photography skills AND benefit Missouri birds. The Missouri
River Bird Observatory is a very special Conservation Organization because they do so much to help native wildlife in a tangible way. They also have a heart for Outreach and Education—which not only benefits
the birds, but those of us who enjoy learning about them. Please take time to check out the Contest Details
and then pick out some of your fav shots and ENTER! (Great Prizes, and terrific judges you’ll recognize)
A special event in November to showcase the top photographic works offers another fun
way to support this wonderful organization. Find out all the details at: www.mrbo.org

Sept. 10th: Native Plant Sale, Birding and Pollinator Festival
Audubon Trails Nature Center Rolla, Missouri 8 am—1 pm.
Email for more details: info@OzarkRiversAudubon.org or visit their facebook page
More info at www,ozarkriversaudubon.org

Sept. 23– 25th: Audubon Society of Missouri Fall Meeting
Fall Meeting at Camp Clover Point, Lake of the Ozarks State Park, Kaiser
To quote the ASM website… “All birders everywhere, novices and experts, members and non-members, are
invited”! Field trips, Workshops, Programs and friendly birders...check it out at www.mobirds.org.
Registration deadline 9/18/16.

2016 Raffle and Silent Auction
Results by Larry Dobson
Again in 2016, MOBS members and conference attendees were very generous in their contributions making the Raffle and Silent Auction the
best yet. Over 120 items were donated to the
Raffle and Silent Auction. Raffle tickets were sold
for $1. each or 6 for $5. Some of the raffle cups
contained as many as 60 tickets. The final results
showed that $2652.00 was collected as a result of
the generosity of the MOBS members and attendees. This money will be placed in the general
budget but will be earmarked for future conference
expenses. Funds collected from the Auction/Raffle help
to keep conference registration fees affordable so more
people can attend. A special "Thank You" is extend-

ed to each and every person donating an item, buying a ticket, or writing their number down on a bid
sheet. By now each donor should have received a
thank you note and contribution letter. If not, then
please notify Larry Dobson at 816-331-2888 and
that correction will be made.

Susan’s Prince Charming!

MOBS treasurer Susan Reinagel sent us this cute
picture of an occupant in one of her trail boxes this
summer. She said she was going to kiss him and see
if he would turn into a “Bluebird Prince Charming”!
Tree frogs are not that uncommon in Nest Boxes….but somehow they always seem to come as a
big surprise to the trail monitor. Thanks for the pic
Susan….let us know how that Bluebird Prince thing
worked out!
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Update on MOBS friend Marion Pitts
While it has been a slow recovery for Marion, we are pleased to report that
she is doing much better. Her husband David was scheduled to be a speaker at the
Conference in June, however when Marion took a terrible fall, followed by many
complications, they were forced to cancel. David was a featured speaker at the
MOBS 2012 conference and the Pitts have been great friends to our Society for
years. We cherish their friendship and wish Marion continued
recovery….AND we look forward to having David as a speaker
again at a future conference!

Left: Marion poses with the Get Well Card signed by
attendees of the 2016 Missouri Bluebird Conference.

(Marion says it was definitely the largest card she has ever
received!). And she appreciated the many uplifting messages on the card and Steve’s photos.
Right: MOBS member Mary List writes a note on the card
for Marion at the 2016 Bluebird Conference.

The Saturday Evening Social
at the 2016 Missouri Bluebird Conference
Mockingbird Hill
Jefferson City, Missouri
THANK YOU hosts Norm and Beth Stucky!
Saturday , June 11, 2016

Bluebirder friends at the Saturday wiener
Roast….and you thought Jim only cooked soup!!

Photos by Ann Smith & Steve Garr

Missouri Bluebird Society

www.missouribluebird.org
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Important ordering info: When ordering product from MOBS, please remember to enclose these
completed order forms, and include your NAME, shipping address, and phone number with your
order. Thank You !

The MOBS Logo Mug
by Jim Rathert Photography
11 ounce white ceramic Mug with blue interior featuring the beautiful Logo of the Missouri Bluebird Society (designed by Jim Rathert).

_____Mugs @ $13.00 each= $_______
Shipping $6.00 (for up to 2 mugs)

Our wonderful MOBS Logo
mugs by Jim Rathert are
dishwasher & microwave safe!

Shipping $10.50 (for 3-4 mugs)
Shipping $_________
TOTAL$________
**Please note your mugs will arrive via PRIORITY MAIL
Please make checks out to :
“MOBS” or the “Missouri Bluebird Society”
(Checks or money orders only– PLEASE do not send cash)
Mail to: MOBS product sales
P.O. Box 105830
Jefferson City, MO 65110

Order your MOBS Nest Box Signs
Nest Box Signs are $3.50 each, or
buy FIVE, get ONE FREE!
______signs x $3.50 each

= ________

_____5 Signs get ONE FREE

= $17.50

____10 Signs get TWO FREE

= $35.00

Shipping & Handling

+ 2.00
TOTAL________

Make Checks to the MO Bluebird Society
Mail to:

MOBS Nest Box Signs
P.O. BOX 105830
Jefferson City, Mo 65110

(Order Form left)

www.missouribluebird.org
P.O. BOX 105830
Jefferson City, MO 65110
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PICS!! From the 2016 Missouri Bluebird
Conference— Programs, Field Trip and Social!
A very special “recapture” of
a very special banded Bluebird!
Remembering two special MOBS members
A unique cavity-nester makes a Missouri
appearance



MOBS True Blue Service Award recipient



Calling all amateur Nature Photographers!

