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on a terrific conference! This year we
had such a team effort by so many of
our members. Thank you everyone!
What makes our conference
special is the number of members and
friends that participate. So many people
donate items for the auction/raffle while
others bake or bring items for deserts
and snacks. Some of you helped during
the conference with nest box and baffle
building, helped in the kitchen, manned Bluebird Nestling on display! During the Sunday
morning field trip and Wagon –ride tour of Mockingbird
the registration table, stuffed packets,
bluebird landlord Norm Stucky pauses to show off
and contributed in countless other ways. Hill,
one of the nestlings in a box on his trail. No matter how
It would be impossible to thank everymany times we’ve seen them, these little guys never fail
one here—so please take time to read
to awe us!
the few pages of this BONUS newsletter
as we thank folks the best we can.
The Missouri Bluebird Conference is becoming more and more like a family gettogether or reunion of individuals we only get to see once or twice a year! And yet—we
had so many NEW attendees this year too. We are always pleased to see that.
We certainly appreciate our venue host, Lincoln University Carver Farm, and their
staff for all they do for our conference (including setting up all those tables and chairs!).
Our Speakers came and gave of their precious time to present to us– and they were all
outstanding. I would ask you to be sure and check out some of the links in this newsletter
to the organizations and events in which our 2018 speakers are affiliated.
PLEASE send in your 2018 Nesting Report at the end of the season to Greg Samuel
(form enclosed), and if you have not already done so , we’d love for you to send in the
conference Survey enclosed too.
Lastly…Meet me in St Louis at the 2019 Missouri Bluebird Conference, July 12th–
14th! Details forthcoming.
Do what you can to help the Bluebirds,
Steve Garr, MOBS President
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The 2018 Missouri Bluebird Conference Venue...receives a New
Nest Box Trail!
Each even-numbered year
the Annual Missouri Bluebird
Conference is held in Jefferson
City, and in odd-numbered
years the event rotates around
the state to various venues.
Since 2014, Lincoln University’s
George Washington Carver
Farm has been home to our
Annual Conference when held
in Jefferson City. Attendees
repeatedly tell us it is their
favorite place to meet!
Aerial View of George Washington
Carver Farm (photo taken from the
Lincoln University website)

ABOVE: (L-R) Doug Moeller (LU Carver Farm),
Steve Garr (President, Missouri Bluebird Society),
and Jeremia Markway (Carver Farm Manager)
show off three of the five donated nest boxes that
will make up the start of a new nest box trail at
Lincoln University’s George Washington Carver
Farm. The boxes come with poles, and the Farm
has applied for grants from MOBS for predator
baffles, plus 5 more box/pole/baffle sets , for a
total of ten nest box sets on the new trail! Assistant
Farm Manager, Matt Kramer (Pictured Right)
will spearhead the project. Matt joined us during
the Saturday workshops/programs at the conference this year. He is an experienced nest box landlord and is looking forward to providing for
Bluebirds and other native cavity –nesters on the
farm’s new trail.

Photo provided by Matt Kramer

ABOUT the farm (taken from Lincoln U website):

Anyone who has been
around MOBS long is
aware of just how much
the good folks from
Bluebirds Across
Nebraska have done for
MOBS and for Bluebirds in Missouri. Well

Carver Farm, and its employees currently
support research in the areas of plant science (herbs and sweet potatoes), environmental science (GIS/
greenhouse gasses), and animal science (sheep, goat, and aquaculture).

Missouri Bluebird Society PO Box 105830/ Jefferson City, Mo 65110

ABOUT the
Boxes:

here’s another fine example! Not long ago Steve
Eno of BAN gave me
several boxes and poles to
add to my personal trail
(which I did with some).
I thought Carver Farm
would be a good home for
five of these box/pole sets
and am even more convinced of that now.
Thanks Steve Eno for
providing these boxes, and
thanks Matt Kramer for
your willingness to take
on the responsibility of
maintaining and monitoring them!
Steve Garr

www.missouribluebird.org
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The 2018 Bluebird Conference: Saturday, July 14th
There were 125 folks,
from 5 states, who joined
us for some portion of the
2018 Missouri Bluebird
Conference! One hundred
and twelve of those joined
us on Saturday for the
Speaker programs and
workshops. We thank our
wonderful presenters
and workshop leaders
for a job
well done!

Mike Doyen: The Great Missouri Birding Trail

Steve Smith: Bluebird Basics

Steve Garr calls the 2018 Annual
Meeting of the Missouri Bluebird
Society to order.

Three of our four Presenters on Saturday have
been long-time MOBS Members: Steve Smith
(actually a past Board Member, too) and the
team of Bob Siemer and Ann Earley (actually
both current Board Members). AND NOW,
our other Presenter, Mike Doyen, has joined us
as a Supporting Member and sent us a very
encouraging, complimentary note. We thank
you Mike for your membership and support!

Bob Siemer and Ann Earley: Wild for Monarchs!

Photos on this page by Ann Smith, Steve Garr, and Ann Earley

Missouri Bluebird Society

www.missouribluebird.org

Page

4

The Bluebird Banquet!
Carver Farm Building
July 13th, 2018

Jim Rathert is one
of MOBS founding board members. He is also
MOBS’ official
Executive Chef! While he
arranged for a lovely catered
dinner for our banquet, he also
smoked a brisket to perfection
for us to enjoy. Thanks Jim!
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Matt Miles, author of Missouri Wild
and Wonderful. Great Program!

The 2018 “True Blue Service Award”! The Missouri Bluebird Society’s “True Blue Service

Award” originated to honor those members who have exhibited outstanding Service and support to the Society. The

2018 recipient most certainly falls in that category! Ivan Ray Miller of Jamesport, Missouri was
unanimously chosen by the MOBS Board of Directors because of the support and service he has given to
MOBS for over a decade. Ivan has been a faithful conference attendee, routinely supplies some of the
most unique and outstanding auction items for our fundraiser, and always pitches in when help is needed
(helping out at bird walks, conference workshops, and more over the years). His expertise and knowledge
of all things bird (especially cavity-nesters) has helped many MOBS members. In fact, the entire Miller
family is so generous in sharing their conservation efforts: The first Saturday in June each year the Millers
host a Purple Martin Open House at their home where visitors are able to enjoy the fruits of the Miller’s
efforts! Ivan maintains a colony of over 100 pair of nesting Purple Martins and over 100 nest boxes for
other native cavity nesters (ranging from Northern Flickers to Prothonotary warblers and everything in
between!) He continues to promote MOBS and Bluebirding to others —as evidenced by the two young
new members he brought to the conference this year! Ivan—MOBS sincerely thanks you for your service.

Saturday Evening Social

Mockingbird Hill, Jefferson City
July 14th, 2018

Above: Andy May “ a troubadour of life”
Great show Andy!

Thank you AGAIN to our
wonderful hosts Norm and Beth Stucky for all the
hard work they do to make a relaxing and fun
evening for the rest of us! It is truly appreciated.
Our thanks also to Andy and Laruen May for
taking time out of their super busy entertaining
schedule to be with us! We heard many great comments about how
Andy’s music added so much to the evening’s gathering!
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Sunday Field Trip and Hummingbird Banding July 15, 2018
MOBS 2018 Sunday
Field Trip Species Count
at Mockingbird Hill!

Right and bottom Right: When a cute
little Carolina Wren took it upon herself to build a nest in a very inconvenient

The “Gallery”!
(watching the hummingbird
banding)
Thank you Veronica for a fun
and educational program.

Missouri Bluebird Society

“Caution Sign” to alert field trip
attendees about the mom and nestlings!

Photos by Steve Garr

Photo by Steve Garr

Photo by Ann Earley

place (for we humans anyway) just before
the Bluebird Conference, our wonderful
hosts at Mockingbird Hill provided her
with some sturdy new housing and a

www.missouribluebird.org

Common Yellowthroat image by Steve Garr

Veronica Mecko, Licensed
Hummingbird Bander,
gathering and recording the
required info about the
hummer she has banded.

Dickcissel -1
Field Sparrow -2
Red-bellied Woodpecker - 1
Downy Woodpecker -1
Hairy Woodpecker -1
Purple Martin - 2
Mourning Dove - 2
Common Yellowthroat -2
Barred Owl -1
Barn Swallow -2
House Finch - 2
Carolina Wren-2
American Goldfinch - 10-plus
Indigo Bunting -3
Eastern Wood Pewee -3
American Robin - 2
Northern Cardinal– 2
Ruby- throated Hummingbird 5
Great Crested Flycatcher-1

Above: showing off
Bluebird eggs!
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Photo by Ann Earley

More images from
Mockingbird Hill!
July 14th and 15th, 2018

Above: a front yard nest box at
the Stucky home ...complete with
Bluebird eggs and two attentive
Bluebird adults!
Below: A pause on the wagon
ride tour to enjoy the view. Note
Norm’s favorite tree in the background.
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Door Prize Congrats!
Our congratulations to long-time
MOBS member Dr. Dudley
Pautz for winning a 1 year
membership to
the
North American
Bluebird Society.
As part of the
membership
benefits, Dudley
will receive the
quarterly issue of
NABS Bluebird
Journal.

Our thanks to NABS for not only
supplying this door prize, but also a
number of the four-color educational
pieces in the Conference Packets
….and a special Thanks to Jim Burke,
NABS VP for Community Relations,
for getting all the NABS materials to
us for our conference. Dudley Pautz’s
name was randomly selected from the
list of names of attendees to the
programs and workshops.

We are a group
known for our
affinity for
food, especially
at our Annual Conferences! So...we are bound to
have some “left-overs” at our
conferences. That is not a bad
thing—it just means we have
food to share! This year the
vast majority of our left-over
food and beverages
were delivered to
the very appreciative Jefferson
City Rape and
Abuse Crisis Service
(RACS).

Mark your Calendar!
MOBS 2019 conference:
July 12th– 14th
St. Louis, MO

The Jefferson City Rape & Abuse Crisis Service
serves 9 Central Missouri counties providing
shelter, court advocacy, counseling, 24 hour
hotline, crisis intervention, support groups
and case management to domestic and sexual
abuse victims. These counties include Cole,
Gasconade, Maries, Miller, Moniteau, Morgan, Osage, Southern Boone and Southern
Callaway.
www.racs.org 800-303-0013
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Russ Heindselman was an active and passionate member of the Missouri Bluebird Society.

The following submission was sent to us by his daughter Melinda Heindselman on July 13th,
2018. Melinda has titled this “A Bluebird Miracle” . We thank her for thinking of us and for
sharing this story with us!

Photo submitted by Melinda Heindselman
to intern the remains. The date was
decided to be May 12, 2108, the
day before Mother’s Day. This
Spring the Male Bluebird returned
and built again even though he had
failed to attract a mate in previous
years at this location. Upon returning home from the service for
Mom, Zach and his wife Shannon
walked into the house and one of
them looked out on to the deck and
low and behold there was a female
Bluebird along with the male standing on the deck rail. One of them
thought fast enough to get a picture. You can draw your own conclusions but we know what we

MOBS 2018 Auction/Raffle…

think. God
Bless! And
remember live
life to it’s fullest
and try to leave it
better than when
you came. I am
positive our
parents did their
very best to do
just that!

by Melinda Heindselman

File photo from past issues of The Fledgling

This story is strange but so very
true you will wonder! As some
of you know, my Father Russell
Heindselman passed away Aug
8, 2016. After his passing our
youngest son moved the wine
that dad had started to his house
to finish the fermenting process. Dad had a favorite feathered friend and it was the Bluebird. He created several Trails
on both public and private property for others to view his
friends. A couple of days after
moving the wine, a male Bluebird
started building a nest in a corner of
Zach’s deck. Being a nature lover,
he left him alone but wondered
why the bird was building the nest
so late. No female came that year
or in all of 2017 although the male
Bluebird built a fine 2nd nest. Then
tragedy struck again and our Mother died in a vehicular accident on
Jan. 20, 2018. Mom had specified
that her remains be cremated and
the family decided that rather than
have a cold service at the Cemetery
we would wait until warm weather

Above: the late Russ Heindselman with
the “Bluebird Conservation Award”
MOBS presented to him in 2014.

A terrific job by MOBS VP Greg Samuel in organizing and
executing this year’s conference fundraiser! And, of course,
MOBS thanks all those individuals who contributed by donating
items and/or by purchasing them with bids or raffle tickets!

Photos
by
Ann
Smith

Ready for Action!
Missouri Bluebird Society www.missouribluebird.org
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MORE...from the 2018 Missouri Bluebird Conference!
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If you turned in a Survey at the Bluebird Conference, we THANK YOU! !
If you did NOT turn one in, there’s still time…..Please take the time to complete this
survey and email or mail your answers as instructed below. THANKS!

Missouri Bluebird Conference Survey

We would love to hear from you! If you could take time to answer a few questions, we
would greatly appreciate it! Hopefully, it will help make a better conference for everyone.
1. How did you initially learn about the 2018 bluebird Conference?
____________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
List any other sources where you heard about this conference:
_____________________________________________
2.Is this your first MOBS conference?___________ If not, about how many have you
attended since the first conference in 2006?_____________
3. Did you have a favorite activity, or program at the 2018 conference?
______________________________________________________
4. Do you have any suggestions?__________________________
______________________________________________________
5. Is there any part of the conference you would like to help with next year?
____________________________________________________________
(Optional) Name:___________________contact info:______________________
Please email the answers to the above questions ( just list your answers 1 through 5 in the body of your
email) to Regina at: regina@birds-i-view.biz ...OR…
Mail the completed survey form to: MOBS / PO Box 105830/ Jefferson City, MO 65110
Thank You!

Missouri Bluebird Society

www.missouribluebird.org

www.missouribluebird.org
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We couldn’t wait until Fall…
Here’s a BONUS Edition of The Fledgling!
Inside:

Pics and comments from the
2018 Missouri Bluebird Conference

PLUS:





NEW Form for your Nest/Trail Report
An old friend and a Bluebird Story
NEW Nest Box Trail at
Lincoln University Carver Farm!

FYI: Check out the info on the Ozark Rivers Audubon site
about their Fall Native Plant Sale, Birding & Pollinator
Festival! Sept 8, 2018 www.ozarkriversaudubon.org

Monarch on Butterfly Weed at
Mockingbird Hill 7/15/18
Photo by Ann Earley

