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Eastern Screech Owl

Barred Owl

Tips for enjoying your
Owl Prowl
Owl Prowls take place during cooler/cold months,
be certain to dress warmly (in loose layers), wear a
hat, gloves, and comfortable shoes which keep your
feet dry and warm.

Quiet hike participants GREATLY increase
the odds of seeing or hearing an owl during
your hike.
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Thanks to Arthur McDade for these Owl Silhouettes
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close group makes for a better hike and increases the odds that everyone gets to view or
hear an owl if one is spotted or responds to calls.
Bring a flashlight and follow the directions of
your hike leader for proper use. Generally, use
the flashlight (pointed towards the ground) to see
where you are walking, turning the flashlight on or
off as instructed by the hike leader.

If you spot an Owl you don’t think any one
else has seen, quietly let the hike leader or some
one standing nearby know. Describe the location

Remember…. most Owl Prowls result in an
owl being seen or heard about 50% of the time.
Enjoy the sights and sounds of “Nature at
Night” regardless of how many owls you see!
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An Introduction to some
Common North American
Owls

Walk quietly behind your Owl Prowl
Leader, making certain to stay in front
of the Hike Sweep. Staying together in a

of the bird with as little commotion as possible.
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Owls !

Wear appropriate clothing. Since most

Great Resources to Learn More:
Folding/Flash Guides: Sibley’s Owls of North
America; David Allen Sibley
North American Owls, Second Edition, Paul
A. Johnsgard
Birds of the Smokies, Fred Alsop , III
CDs/Recordings: Bird Songs of the Smokies,
Alsop & Dunaway (avail from the Great
Smoky Mountains Association).
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Barred Owl
Length: 21 in. Wing Span: 42 in.
Length: 8.5 inches Wing Span: 20 inches
Occur in Gray, Red and Brown colors.
Perches on lower limbs at night to search for
insects & small rodents.

Typical Call: A descending Whistle or
Whinny.

Boldly streaked on upper chest and lacks
“horns” or “ear tufts” on head

Typical Call: often described as “Who
cooks for you, who cooks for you-all?” A
chorus of “barking” noises is also typical.

Barn Owl
Length: 16 in. Wing Span: 42 in.
Distinct white,
heart-shaped
face-no “tufts”
Typical call:
A rasping hiss
or loud, long
shriek
“ kschh”
“csssshhH!”

Length: 22 inches

Wing Span: 44 inches

Note Large ”Ear Tufts”

Typical Call: The stereotypical “Owl Call”:
“hoo-hoo-hoo hoo-hoo”

Northern Saw-whet Owl
Length: 8 inches Wing Span: 17 inches
A bit smaller than
the Screech Owl,
this owl has no “ear
tufts” . Notable
white “V” on face

Typical call:

Monotonous whistled note, repeated
up to 130 times
per minute!
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