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Letter from  the President: 
Dear MOBS Members, 
   As we continue sharing and talking to others 
about their Bluebirds, we see the need for more pro-
grams and education specifically on what we can do 
to help our beautiful and cheerful Bluebirds nest    
successfully. The MOBS Grant Program (providing 
nest boxes and poles, and now also baffles) continues 
to fill a need when it comes to helping our Bluebirds. 
We will expand the efforts of this program by providing Plans for a Snake and Rac-
coon Baffle at the Conference this July in Springfield. We need to lead by example, 
showing the need to remove nest boxes from trees and mount them to poles with 
baffles. In my opinion the most dangerous place to mount a nest box is on a tree– a 
place where  snakes, raccoons, opossums, squirrels, and even ants go to look for 
food. Most of these problems can be solved with a proper pole and baffle. Decades of 
NABS and Affiliate research support this. 

       I hope you will join us at the 2015 Missouri Bluebird Conference to see the Next 
Step in our MOBS  Nest Box Grant Program: Introducing the “Save the Clutch” 
program! This will be a directed effort with the goal of getting nest boxes OFF of 
trees, and onto poles with baffles on public properties (such as Parks and Green-
ways).  It will be possible for nest box monitors to apply for free baffles and poles, 
when removing nest boxes from trees.( Or just baffles, for existing boxes and poles 
with no baffles). 

         Come be a part of helping Bluebirds and continue the nation-wide tradition of 
Bluebird Conservation, a tradition that has deep roots in Springfield, Missouri, the 
location of this years conference!  

   Regina and I had the opportunity to preview many of the conference venues a few 
weeks ago and we share some of that trip with you in the pages of this issue. The 
Bluebird picture above was taken at the beautiful Lake Springfield, site of our Sun-
day Morning Field Trip.  

   My thanks to Board Member Ann Smith for acquiring the terrific MOBS water 
bottles for the conference—one FREE for each attendee. See the picture on page 3.  
And my thanks to all of you for all you do for our native cavity nesting birds.   

See you at the Missouri Bluebird Conference in a few weeks! 

 Do what you can to help the Bluebirds,  

                            Steve Garr,  MOBS president 



Reminder about the “ Bluebirds and Friends” slide show! 
Don’t forget to choose your favorite pics of YOUR birds and email them to Steve (JPG format only please to :   

steve@birds-i-view.biz) for inclusion in the Bluebirds and Friends slide show at the Bluebird Conference.  This is 

always such a fun part of the conference– to see everyone’s birds and pictures “on the Big Screen” as we enjoy 

each other’s company!  Please email a Maximum of FIVE images to Steve at steve@birds-i-view.biz. Please only 

include Cavity-nesting species (Native cavity-nesters please). And pics of you and your nest boxes and trails 

would be great too! (Compressed images are always appreciated to ease downloading them– thanks!). 

Conference Dessert and Snack Update: I am really looking forward to all of the good infor-

mation on Bluebirds and other birds at this year’s conference…..however, I ALWAYS look forward to the snacks 

our members bring! We do SO appreciate your help with this, and it really does help to keep our costs down. We 

want to make sure we are all well-fed, so if you have not contacted me to say you’ll be bringing a contribution of finger food 

or dessert, please contact Regina at 573-638-2473 or regina@birds-i-view.biz.  Thank you! 

T h e  F l e d g l i n g  S u m m e r  2 0 1 5  P a g e 2  

 

MOBS Life Members 
Ann Early & Bob Seimer 

Steve and Cheryl Eno 

Steve and Regina Garr 

David and Anita Hartwig 

Arvil & Jean Kappelmann 

David and Linda Patton 

Bob and Judy Peak 

Sandy and Bill Seibert 

Bet Zimmerman Smith 

The following MOBS Members have either joined or renewed 
their membership since our last issue of The Fledgling. We Wel-

come our new members and we Thank renewing members for 
their continued support! 

Doris Barber, Christina Beck, Joan Bowen and Ed Whitman, 
Bubba Geisler, Mary Lou Hubble, Shanna Kelly, Betty Lusby, 

Ivan Ray Miller family, Janet Mills, Ben Rexing,                       
Ray and Kay Schell 

 

We would also like to acknowledge the following kind Donations: 
Carnegie Village Assisted Living, Kansas City…… 

    in honor of program by Larry Dobson 
Mr. and Mrs. Sam Overfelt, Jefferson City ....   
   in honor of “the Birthdays at Birds-I-View”  

Doing REAL WORK to equip Future Conservation Leaders 
 The Greater Ozarks Audubon Society and Missouri State University have teamed up to train our future gen-
eration of Conservation leaders by equipping them in real and tangible ways….and that’s GREAT news for Bluebird 
Conservation! Take for example  one of our speakers at the 2015 Missouri Bluebird Conference . After graduating 
from the GLADE program Jessica Blomenkamp put together a Nest Box Trail project at local Elementary Schools. 
This wasn’t just about erecting nest boxes—Jessica put together a program to teach the students about native cavity

-nesting birds, AND implemented a means for making sure the Trails were well –monitored 
and maintained. Come find out more at the 2015 Missouri Bluebird Conference! 
 

How do “GLADE“ graduates impact their community?  

 “The figurative seeds planted by young GLADE leaders germinate in other areas of the Ozarks, and the land-

scape of the communities has been shaped to more sustainably support its human and wildlife inhabitants. In 
the future there will be many more opportunities to positively impact the environment and people of the Ozarks. 
Student-led projects occurring within a year of the summer experience are encouraging indicators of the value 
of GLADE in the lives of young people, wildlife and communities in the Ozarks.” (Taken from the GLADE web-

site:www.greenleadershipacademy.org ) 
 

The mission of the Green Leadership Academy for Diverse Ecosystems (GLADE) is: 
1. To care for Ozarks ecosystems. 
2. To restore habitat for threatened and endangered bird species of Missouri. 
3. To inspire and develop a future generation of community  
      conservation leaders. 
4. To enhance the quality of life in the Ozarks through           
  conservation action and environmental education.  

MOBS Donor and 

Supporter Members 
 

SUPPORTERS: 

David &Anita Hartwig 

Leslie Limberg 

Tom McRoberts 

Charles & Sheryl Wright 
 

DONORS: 

Larry & Mary Dobson 

Mary List 

Ken and Ann Littlefield 
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What will you find in your 
 “Bluebird Educational Packet” 

at the 2015 Bluebird Conference? 

 Four Color “Quick Reference Guide to Cavity-
Nesters” designed to provide an easy identification of 

common cavity nesting birds and their nests/eggs. Making 
it easier to KNOW who’s nesting in your box! 

 The MOBS Educational Brochure titled                      
“The Eastern Bluebird: Missouri’s State Bird” 

 The terrific MDC Booklet “Bluebirds in Missouri” 

 “Missouri Birds” Booklet donated by  the Greater 
Ozarks Audubon Society Bird Recorder, Greg Samuel. 

 “Birds of the Greater Ozarks” checklist, also     
donated by Greg Samuel. 

 NEW! Step by step Snake & Raccoon Baffle Plans 
complete with pics! 

  Nest Box plans, recording forms, various conservation 
publications, and MORE! 

 
The Educational Packet is FREE with your  

conference registration...Don’t MISS it! 

FREE to EVERY 
attendee at the 2015 
Bluebird Conference: 

24 ounce  
“MOBS” Water 

Bottle! They’ll also be 
for Sale in the                
MOBS Booth . 

Look for these New  

Additions to your 2015 

Bluebird Conference 

 Educational Packet: 

Donated 
by Greg 
Samuel 

Gardeners played an important role in  
Missouri’s Bluebirding History 

 

Raise your hand if you are a Bluebirder who also 
likes to garden…    Yep, we thought so!! 

 
 Missouri’s gardening connection to Bluebirds 
runs very, very deep. AND, even more compelling is 
the unique and historical connection Garden Clubs 
have had in the development of large scale Bluebird 
Trails and programs across the state. We intend to 

honor that heritage during our 2015 “Bluebird     
Banquet” on Friday, July 10th. Join us for a walk 

through Missouri’s Bluebirding History, acknowledging  some pioneering conserva-
tion efforts that started in our state, yet resulted in National Bluebird restoration 

efforts! Take a look at just a few significant accomplishments:  
 1942– The Federated Garden Clubs of Missouri assumes responsibility for and 

officially dedicates The Missouri Bluebird Trail consisting of 2,680 nesting boxes! 
 1945– Garden Clubs in 23 states coast to coast had joined the Bluebird Trail effort started in Missouri 

 May 9, 1945– The National Bluebird Trail  was formally dedicated in Springfield, Missouri! 
 By 1946– a total of 6,728 nesting boxes had been erected! 

 

We hope you can join us Friday, July 10, 2015 at the Bluebird Banquet  
in Springfield,  Missouri as we honor our states rich Bluebird Heritage! 
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       July 10-12th, 2015 

The 2015 Missouri Bluebird Conference 
                    The Watershed Center  (The C.W. Titus Education Facility)   

       2400 E Valley Watermill Rd, Springfield, MO 65806 
For Directions: Phone 417-833-8525 (M-F)  For conference info Call Steve and Regina at 573-638-2473 

Hosted by the Missouri Bluebird Society           www.missouribluebird.org   

Welcome to a Preview Tour of the 2015 Bluebird Conference ! 
Join us on a “tour” of the upcoming Missouri Bluebird Conference!       by Regina Garr 

A couple of weeks ago 

Steve and I took a one 

day mad-dash tour around 

the various venues of the 

2015 Missouri Bluebird 

Conference. We had a 

terrific time!   

Check out the next few 

pages as we share our 

day...starting with the 

Watershed Center. 

Left: Steve photographs a Ruby
-throated Hummingbird nesting 
just above the photo/bird blind 
on the Nature Trail at the Wa-
tershed Center! (Photo above). 
She caught Steve’s eye when she 
was chasing a Chickadee away from 
her nest.  

Above: The C.W. Titus  
 Education Facility at the 
Watershed Center in Springfield.  
This is a terrific venue for our Satur-
day Educational Programs. 
(this is also the location of the “Bluebird 
Banquet” on Friday evening) 
 

Below: A Wood Duck Box along the     
nature trail 

Above: One of three great Bird 
Feeding Stations out side the 
Educational Bldg at the Water-
shed Center! 

The Nature Trail at the Watershed     

Center will be the location of our     

Saturday Morning Bird Walk 



Hosted by the Missouri Bluebird Society        www.missouribluebird.org   

2015 Missouri Bluebird Conference 
Preview Tour continued... 

The  

Wilson-Rutledge 
“Farm Park” 

Site of our  
Saturday Evening    

Social at the  
Bluebird Conference 

It’s a working farm...AND a 
unique public park! 

(and YES, they have a     
Bluebird Trail...good for 

them!)  

Above: View of the Farm 
Pond 
 
Immediate Right:  
Don’t be fooled! There are 
plenty of restrooms here, 
however this vintage-
looking outhouse hides a 
vending machine! 

Left: Picnic 
tables and the 
fire pit await 
Bluebird Con-
ference at-
tendees! ..Smell 
those hot dogs! 

Right:  
Nesting Boxes 

and nesting  
platform on 

the Farm 
Pond             

Lake Springfield! Site of the Sunday morning Field Trip  

We are so fortunate to have local expert birder, Greg 
Samuel, lead us on a Field Trip to Lake Springfield at 
the conference. On our pre-view tour visit last month 
Steve and I just struck out on our own and still had a 
terrific time. It is a fantastic natural area. Can’t wait 

to have Greg show it to us! 

Left: Members of the Great-
er Ozarks Audubon Society 
maintain a productive Blue-
bird Trail here!  

Right: We were surprised to 
see a pair of Lesser Scaup  
still hanging out here .(most 
have moved  on North). 

Lesser Scaup  (male) 

Lesser Scaup  (female) 

Above: Bluebirds 
greeted us in sever-
al locations around 
the Lake. 

(More on Lake Springfield Next Page) 



Page 6                                Missouri Bluebird Conference 2015     Preview Tour    continued       

A terrific nest  
display inside the 

Nature Center, 
along with info 

about our beloved 
Bluebirds! 

If you have never been to the Springfield Conserva-

tion Nature Center, don’t miss this opportunity! We 

were very impressed with this facility. They open at 

noon on Sunday, so we’ll go here right after our 

Field Trip to Lake Springfield on Sunday morning. 

(don’t worry– we’ll make time for lunch!) 

Sunday at Noon: Springfield Nature Center! 

SEVERAL hummingbirds met us as 
we entered the Nature Center ! In-

side, we found room after room of edu-
cational displays PLUS terrific observa-

tion windows for watching the birds 
coming to their MANY well-stocked 

bird feeders. 
Left: A Mississippi Kite soars overhead 
at the Nature Center. We also saw Black 
Vultures here ...in Mid-Missouri we  see  
Turkey Vultures, so that was a treat for us.  

More Lake Springfield   (Sunday Morning Field Trip site) 

During our visit to Lake 
Springfield a few weeks ago, 
Steve and I were entertained 

by a very irritated Red-winged 
Blackbird doing it’s best to 
chase away an immature 

Red-tailed Hawk!  (Photos 
Left and Right) The young 

hawk however, was complete-
ly undaunted. Fun to watch. 

Left: at the visitor’s center at Lake Springfield 
Steve spotted a couple of Purple Martin Houses  

Right: Certainly not visible in this photo, there 
were actually HUNDREDS of Swallows here at  
the dam putting on quite a show for us.  



Order great items from the Missouri Bluebird Society! 
FYI: These items and more will also be available for purchase at the MOBS Booth at the Bluebird Conference. 

Important ordering info: When ordering product from MOBS, please remember to enclose 

these completed order forms, and include your NAME, shipping address, and phone number 

with your order. Thank You !  

The MOBS Logo Mug 
 by Jim Rathert Photography  

  

11 ounce white ceramic Mug with blue interior featuring the beauti-

ful Logo of the Missouri Bluebird Society (designed by Jim Rathert). 

_____Mugs @ $13.00 each= $_______ 

 Shipping $6.00 (for up to 2 mugs)  

Shipping $10.50  (for 3-4 mugs)   

                                                Shipping $_________ 

                                                   TOTAL$________     

**Please note your mugs will arrive via PRIORITY MAIL 

 Please make checks out to : 

            “MOBS” or the “Missouri Bluebird Society” 

(Checks or money orders only– PLEASE do not send cash)  Mail to: 

MOBS product sales 

P.O. Box 105830 

 Jefferson City, MO 65110 

Order your MOBS Nest Box Signs 

(Order Form left) 

Nest Box Signs are $3.50 each, or 

buy FIVE, get ONE FREE! 

   

______signs x $3.50 each         = ________ 
  

  

_____5 Signs get ONE FREE        = $17.50 

  

____10 Signs get TWO FREE       = $35.00 

  

Shipping & Handling        + $2.00 
  

    TOTAL________ 
 Make Checks to the MO Bluebird Society 

Mail to: 

 MOBS Nest Box Signs 

P.O. BOX 105830 

Jefferson City, Mo 65110 

Our wonderful MOBS Logo mugs by  

Jim Rathert are  

dishwasher & microwave safe! 

MOBS Window Decals 

4 inch diameter circle 

   

______Decals x  $1.00   each               = ________ 
  

  

_____5 Decals get ONE FREE        =    $5.00     

 

  

Shipping & Handling               + $ 1.50 
  

    TOTAL________ 
 

 Make Checks to the 

 MO Bluebird Society 

 

Mail to: 

 MOBS Product sales 

P.O. BOX 105830 

Jefferson City, Mo 65110 

Important ordering info: When ordering product from MOBS, please remember to enclose these completed order forms, and in-

clude your NAME, shipping address, and phone number with your order. Thank You !  
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The Fledgling 2015 Summer Issue 
 MORE July 2015 Bluebird conference 

info & details 
 Gardeners doing Bluebird Conservation 

 FREE Gift for Conference attendees 
 Take a PREVIEW Tour of the 2015 Bluebird 

Conference venue (We made an advance trip and 

have pics to share! )  
 What’s new in the 2015 “Bluebird Educational Packet”?

  
 

2015 Missouri Bluebird Conference 
Brochure & Registration Form Enclosed!  

Photo by Steve Garr 


